
The Bible describes several heavenly 
rewards for believers, especially at the 

Bema Seat of Christ, where faithful 
Christians will be honored for their 
service, endurance, and devotion. 

These rewards are often symbolized as 
crowns, each representing a specific 

area of spiritual victory:

2 Timothy 4:8 “Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but 

unto all them also that love his 
appearing.”



Crown Name Description Scripture Reference

Crown of Righteousness
For those who long for Christ’s return 
and live in anticipation of His coming

2 Timothy 4:8

Crown of Life
For those who endure trials, 
persecution, and remain faithful unto 
death

James 1:12, Revelation 2:10

Incorruptible Crown
For those who practice self-discipline 
and run the Christian race faithfully

1 Corinthians 9:24–27

Crown of Glory
For faithful pastors, teachers, and 
spiritual leaders who shepherd God’s 
people

1 Peter 5:2–4

Crown of Rejoicing
For those who lead others to Christ —
often called the “soul winner’s crown”

1 Thessalonians 2:19

Crowns Promised to Believers



Crown of Life
James 1:12 Blessed [happy, spiritually prosperous, favored by 
God] is the man who is steadfast under trial and perseveres when 
tempted; for when he has passed the test and been approved, he 
will receive the [victor’s] crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him

Revelation 2:10 Fear nothing that you are about to suffer. Be 
aware that the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that 
you may be tested [in your faith], and for ten days you will have 
tribulation. Be faithful to the point of death [if you must die for 
your faith], and I will give you the crown [consisting] of life.



Incorruptible Crown
1 Corinthians 9:24–27
• 24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run [their very 

best to win], but only one receives the prize? Run [your race] in 
such a way that you may seize the prize and make it yours!

• 25Now every athlete who [goes into training and] competes in the 
games is disciplined and exercises self-control in all things. They 
do it to win a crown that withers, but we [do it to receive] an 
imperishable [crown that cannot wither].

• 26Therefore I do not run without a definite goal; I do not flail 
around like one beating the air [just shadow boxing].

• 27But [like a boxer] I strictly discipline my body and make it my 
slave, so that, after I have preached [the gospel] to others, I 
myself will not somehow be disqualified [as unfit for service].
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Crown of Glory

1 Peter 5:1–4

1Therefore, I strongly urge the elders among you [pastors, spiritual leaders of the church], as a fellow elder and 
as an eyewitness [called to testify] of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory that is to be 
revealed:

2shepherd and guide and protect the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but 
voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not [motivated] for shameful gain, but with wholehearted 
enthusiasm;

3not lording it over those assigned to your care [do not be arrogant or overbearing], but be examples [of 
Christian living] to the flock [set a pattern of integrity for your congregation].

4And when the Chief Shepherd (Christ) appears, you will receive the [conqueror’s] unfading crown of glory.

Crown of Rejoicing

1 Thessalonians 2:19 For who is [the object of] our hope or joy or our victor’s wreath of triumphant celebration 
[when we stand] in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? Is it not you?
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HEBREWS 9:27
27 And just as it is appointed and destined for all men to die once and 
after this [comes certain] judgment,
28 so Christ, having been offered once and once for all to bear [as a 
burden] the sins of many, will appear a second time [when he returns 
to earth], not to deal with sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 
eagerly and confidently waiting for Him.

PHILIPPIANS 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
For to me, to live is Christ [He is my source of joy, my reason to live] 
and to die is gain [for I will be with Him in eternity].
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Romans 14:10
“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at 

nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ.”



1 CORITHIANS 15:12-19
12 Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how is it that some 
among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised; 14 and if 
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain [useless, amounting 
to nothing], and your faith is also vain [imaginary, unfounded, devoid of 
value and benefit—not based on truth]. 15 We are even discovered to be 
false witnesses [misrepresenting] God, because we testified concerning 
Him that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not 
raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised, 
either; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
worthless and powerless [mere delusion]; you are still in your sins [and 
under the control and penalty of sin]. 18 Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If we who are [abiding] in Christ have hoped 
only in this life [and this is all there is], then we are of all people most 
miserable and to be pitied.

https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-12?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A12
https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-13?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A13
https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-14?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A14
https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-15?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A15
https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-16?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A16
https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-17?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A17
https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-18?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A18
https://sermoncentral.com/sermons/sermons-about-1-corinthians-15-19?keyword=1+Corinthians+15%3A19


1 CORITHIANS 15:25-26 For Christ must reign [as King] until He has put all His 
enemies under His feet. 26The last enemy to be abolished and put to an end is death.

1 CORITHIANS 15:42-44

42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. The [human] body that is sown is 
perishable and mortal, it is raised imperishable and immortal.

43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
strength;

44it is sown a natural body [mortal, suited to earth], it is raised a spiritual body 
[immortal, suited to heaven]. As surely as there is a physical body, there is also a 
spiritual body.
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PHILIPPIANS 3:10 And this, so that I may know Him [experientially, becoming more 
thoroughly acquainted with Him, understanding the remarkable wonders of His 
Person more completely] and [in that same way experience] the power of His 
resurrection [which overflows and is active in believers], and [that I may share] the 
fellowship of His sufferings, by being continually conformed [inwardly into His 
likeness even] to His death [dying as He did];

PHILIPPIANS 3:11so that I may attain to the resurrection [that will raise me] from 
the dead.



ACTS 24:15 having [the same] hope in God which these 
men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a 
resurrection of [the dead], both of the righteous and of the 
wicked.

ACTS 24:16 In view of this, I also do my best and strive 
always to have a clear conscience before God and before 
men.



PHILIPPIANS 3:20 20But [we are different, because] our citizenship 
is in heaven. And from there we eagerly await [the coming of] the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

PHILIPPIANS 3:21 who, by exerting that power which enables Him 
even to subject everything to Himself, will [not only] transform [but 
completely refashion] our earthly bodies so that they will be like His 
glorious resurrected body.
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2 CORITHIANS 5:6 So then, being always filled with good 
courage and confident hope, and knowing that while we are at 
home in the body we are absent from the Lord—
2 CORITHIANS 5:8 we are [as I was saying] of good 
courage and confident hope, and prefer rather to be absent from 
the body and to be at home with the Lord. 9Therefore, whether we 
are at home [on earth] or away from home [and with Him], it is our 
[constant] ambition to be pleasing to Him.
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2 CORITHIANS 5:10

For we [believers will be called to account and] must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that each one may be repaid for what has been done in the body, 
whether good or bad [that is, each will be held responsible for his actions, purposes, 
goals, motives—the use or misuse of his time, opportunities and abilities].



• HEBREWS 2:14

• Therefore, since [these His] children share in flesh and blood [the physical nature of 
mankind], He Himself in a similar manner also shared in the same [physical nature, 
but without sin], so that through [experiencing] death He might make powerless 
(ineffective, impotent) him who had the power of death—that is, the devil



• HEBREWS 2:14

• Therefore, since [these His] children share in flesh and blood [the physical nature of 
mankind], He Himself in a similar manner also shared in the same [physical nature, 
but without sin], so that through [experiencing] death He might make powerless 
(ineffective, impotent) him who had the power of death—that is, the devil



HEBREWS 2:14

Therefore, since [these His] children share in flesh and blood [the physical nature 
of mankind], He Himself in a similar manner also shared in the same [physical 
nature, but without sin], so that through [experiencing] death He might make 
powerless (ineffective, impotent) him who had the power of death—that is, the 
devil

HEBREWS 2:15

and [that He] might free all those who through [the haunting] fear of death were 
held in slavery throughout their lives.
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